[image: image1.wmf]The assignment was puzzling in light of the fact that they were supposed to start a unit on career planning today.  But Mr. Ziegfeld refused to elaborate.  “Bring me something that flies,” he’d said.  As the students began to drift into the classroom, it was clear that they had interpreted the assignment in a variety of ways.
Beautifully decorated kites mingled with bunches of balloons.  Model planes ran the gamut from Wilbur and Orville Wright’s first craft to the latest supersonic jets.  There were helicopters and spaceships, gliders, and seaplanes.  Working models of a blimp and a hot air balloon hovered near the ceiling.  Several superheroes were represented, with Superman and Wonder Woman apparently the favorites.  Someone dressed like Charles Lindbergh chatted with an Amelia Earhart look-alike.  Chuck Yeager, Sally Ride, and John Glenn impersonators joined the group.  A pet parakeet’s song was drowned out by the coos from a box of pigeons.

Finally, Mr. Ziegfeld called the class to order.  Students took their seats, anxious to learn what this was all about.  “Okay,” he said.  “Let’s talk about career planning.”  

“Wait a minute,”  said Superman.  “Aren’t you going to explain the assignment?  What does all this flying business have to do with choosing a career?”

“Oh that,”  Mr. Ziegfeld replied.  “You’d probably figure it out soon enough.  But I guess I can fill you in now.  It’s really quite simple.  Deciding what to do with your life is a lot like learning to fly.  I just wanted you to see that there are lots of ways to do it.  Take a look around the room and hold on to this image. 

“What’s right for Charles Lindbergh will probably not suit Sally Ride.  Yet both of them are heroes.  Some people take direct flights.  Others stop at points of interest along the way.  The pace of the journey is an individual matter as well.  That’s why it’s important to know who you are and what you want.
“You won’t necessarily choose your life’s career in this class.  But you will learn a process that you can use again and again, as you adjust to the future and keep making plans.  Once you learn this, you’ll be able to proceed more easily, no matter what you decide to do.

“Now, let’s get started.  Up and away!”
