Journal Entry
Do you believe that having plenty of money would solve all your problems?  Can money really make you happy?  Are people who are wealthy happier than people of moderate means?  Explain.

Richard Corey

By Edwin Arlington Robinson

Whenever Richard Cory went down town,

We people on the pavement looked at him:

He was a gentleman from sole to crown,

Clean favored, and imperially slim.

And he was always quietly arrayed,

And he was always human when he talked;

But still he fluttered pulses when he said,

“Good-Morning,” and he glittered when he walked.

And he was rich—yes, richer than a king—

And admirably schooled in every grace:

In fine, we thought that he was everything

To make us wish that we were in his place.

So on we worked, and waited for the light,

And went without the meat, and cursed the bread;

And Richard Cory, one calm summer night,

Went home and put a bullet through his head.

1. Who do you think is the narrator of this poem?

2. Why does the ending come as a surprise?
3. What evidence in the poem suggests that Richard Cory committed suicide?

4. Imagine that a diary was found in Richard Cory’s apartment after his death.  From what you have read, try to get inside Cory’s head and write the last entry.

5. Can you give examples of people you hear about in the news who seem to have plenty of money but do not appear to be happy?

6. Complete the activity called “Defining Success” on pages 18-19 in Career Choices.  Write your own definition of success.

